Relationship between gastric mucosal IL-8 levels and histological gastritis in patients with Helicobacter pylori infection.
To determine the role of host immune responses in H. pylori infection, we examined the relationship between gastric mucosal IL-8 levels and histological gastritis in patients with H. pylori infection. Biopsy tissue obtained from 99 patients were homogenizedand mucosal IL-8 levels measured by ELISA. The gastric mucosal IL-8 levels in both the antrum and corpus were higher in patients with H. pylori than in H. pyloi negativepatients. IL-8 levels in the corpus but not the antrum correlated with the severity of the atrophy. The IL-1B polymorphism had no influence on the degree of IL-8 production. These findings indicate that IL-8 production is independent of IL-1B polymorphisms and IL-8 may play an important role in the development of atrophic gastritis.